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NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 


This bulletin is for use in the armed services only. 
The matter it contains is not to be communicated, 
either directly or indirectly, to the press. 





New Zealand libraries are available to any civilian 
reader anywhere in New Zealand through his local 
public library. 


(2) When you go back to civil life, if your local 
public library is unwilling to act for you, you may 
forward your request direct to the Director, Country 
Library Service, Private Bag, Wellington. 


(3) The inter-loan scheme does not include fiction 
or best-sellers. 


(4) Through the “ book-coverage ”’ project of the 
New Zealand Library Association at least one copy 
of every informational book in the English language 
since 1941 is entering New Zealand. 


BOOK-LIST 


The following have been the principal sources used in the 
compilation of this bulletin :— 7 

Brophy, J.: Britain Needs Books. National Book Council. 
1942. . 

Cole, M.: Books and the People. Hogarth Press. 1938. 

Leavis, Q. D.: Fiction and the Reading Public. Chatto and 
Windus. 1932. 

Richards, I. A.: Principles of Literary Criticism. Kegan Paul. 
1938: 

Sayers, D. L. :-- Begin Here. © Gollancz. . 1940. 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT—? 
(1) Through the New Zealand Library Associa- 
tion’s inter-loan scheme the non-fiction resources of 


These bulletins are not official statements. They are 


compiled from published sources and intended to 
provide the starting point for group discussions. 
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PART I.—WE READ A LOT 


“People die, but books never die. No man and no force can 
abolish memory. No man and no force can put thought in a 
concentration camp forever. No man and no force can take from the 
world the books that embody man’s eternal fight against tyranny 
of every kind.’—FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, in a message to 
the American Booksellers’ Association. 


1. Napoleon would be surprised 


To Napoleon the idea that supplying books to soldiers was one 
of the services associated with waging war would have seemed 
fantastic. Yet in this war, little more than a century after his death, 
a library service has penetrated to practically every unit of the Armed 
Forces in New Zealand and the Pacific, and thousands of books and 
magazines were amongst the supplies which followed New Zealand 


troops when they went into action in the Pacific recently. In no — 


previous war has a library service to troops been attempted on such 
an ambitious scale. 

To be cut off from books and magazines altogether for a long 
period would be so real a hardship to so large a number of men 
that the provision of books for troops has now become a normal 
military service. 

Print is one of the things we consume. Whether in the army or 
out of it, those twenty-six symbols on which cur written language 
is based are used by most people on most days. 

It would be an intolerable nuisance to have about the place many 
people who could not read routine orders or price tickets or public 
notices, so everybody, in the countries we call civilized, is compelled 
in childhood to master reading and writing. What effect has this 
compulsory literacy had upon the book world ? 


2. Bigger but not Better P 


The “ Facts and Figures ’”’ at the end of this bulletin give some 
idea of the activity of the book world now. But not everybody 
benefits by this activity, and only a minority benefit to the fullest 
possible extent. Some people do not read anything but newspapers 
and magazines, many people read no books other than light fiction. 
When we have added up the amount of money New Zealand spends 
on print, when we have counted the number of different titles published 
each year and the number of books borrowed from public libraries— 
what do we really know about how much books matter to the com- 
munity or to the sort of lives individual men and women lead ? 

Value in reading cannot be expressed statistically. In the absence 
of any objective unit of measurement such as can be applied to 
exports of butter, or consumption of tobacco, publishers, booksellers 
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and librarians lapse easily into rosy phrases about the value and scope 
of the work they do, and there are those who claim to see some 
maturing in public taste in books during the past thirty years or so. 

But it is hard to be really optimistic about the proportion of the 
population who, in this third generation of compulsory education, 

do much teading of books for any purpose besides entertainment or 
about the standard of entertainment demanded now. 


. if one inspects the memoirs of the many self-educated men 
who ‘achiev ed distinction in the eighteenth .and early nineteenth centuries, 
one finds almost invariably that their earliest contact with culture was through 
Pilgrim's Progress, the Bible, Paradise Lost, Robinson Crusoe—LEavIis, Q. D. 
Fiction and the Reading Public. 


and Mrs. Leavis draws a gloomy picture of the decline ini reading 
tastes which, according to her, has taken place since the middle of 
the last century. Some support is given to her argument by examin- 
ing, in towns where they have not been thrown out, the books bought 
by many small New Zealand libraries in the “ fifties ” and “ sixties.” 
In many communities, at a stage of colonization when roads were 
bad, bridges few, and sanitation non- -existent, they had upon the 
shelves of the local public library, or mechanics’ institute, or athenzum 
the best books of their own and preceding generations, neatly bound 
in quarter-leather. And now? ‘Thrillers, westerns, best-sellers, 
Douglas Reed, bright travel, a little chatty biography. There is 
to- -day a culf, which did not exist a century ago, between the writers 
well known to the general public and the writers claimed by serious 
critics to be important. 

However, it is unprofitable to argue as to whether we are or are 
not worse readers than our great-grandparents. What is certain is 
that most of us are capable of using books more often and to better 
purpose than we do. In this bulletin we do not want to build up 
any sentimental reverence for books or to attach some special virtue 
to the act of reading. To be overawed by books is as bad as to be 
contemptous of them. Books are tools. They are means, not ends. 
They provide a line of communication from one side of the world 
to another,.from one generation to another. Those who do not use 
them are thereby the poorer and less competent. 


DISCUSSION. — (Part 1) 


1. Members of the group might exchange reminiscences on the 
kind of books their parents and “orandparents read, practices such 
as reading aloud in the family circle, and any observations they may 
have made on the kind ‘of reading done in hospital wards, &c. 

2. Try to discover what members. of the eroup know about 
AEWS eee —for instance, (2) how many of them have a book on 
loan to them now ; (0) has the request service been used ; (c) has the 
group of any membet of it ever made a request for information. 
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The A.E.W-S. Library Van Calls. 


PART II.—MAINLY FICTION 


1. Why do We read Fiction ? 


Taking together borrowing from commercial and public libraries 
and allowing for some of the practices by which public libraries make 
the best of their non-fiction percentages, 90 per cent. is a conservative 
estimate of the proportion of fiction among books borrowed from 
circulating libraries of all kinds. The total number of books 
borrowed runs into many millions every year in New Zealand. 
There seems to be some connection between a big consumption 
of fiction and the human situation in which we find ourselves. 


The English novel in the form we know it has a history of little 
more than two hundred years (Robinson Crusoe was published in 1719 
and Richardson’s Pamela in 1740), but the telling of stories in some 
form or other goes back so far in man’s history that we can conclude 
it satisfies a basic desire. As soon as man begins to organize his 
thoughts about his experiences it seems to be natural to express 
himself by telling a story. To make a story of it is certainly the most 
effective way of { getting ideas into people’s heads. The use of stories 
in formal education goes back to the ancient Greeks. Christ used 
stories with great effect as a means of conveying ideas which would 
modify men’s attitude to life. Although it may be many years ago 
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since we last heard the story of the prodigal son, most of us, 
given a minute for recollection, could tell that story fairly accurately. 
What is more significant, warm discussion of the quite difficult 
ideas involved can be aroused in the least theologically minded group. 


For most people a good story does three things much mote 
effectively than does any other form of literature—(i) it arrests attention, 
(ii) it sticks in the mind, (iii) it enables ideas to be absorbed so 
thoroughly (though not always consciously) that in some cases 
attitudes are permanently affected. The important thing about this 
third point is that it is not limited to stories used deliberately by 
great teachers or by the authors of obviously propagandist novels. 
Nor is it a result attained only by reading “ serious ” novels. Though 
the only conscious motive behind much novel-reading is merely to 
pass the time pleasantly it is a mistake to suppose that when the time 
has been passed and the book closed nothing remains. 


What makes novel-reading a pleasant and sometimes a profitable 
pastime ? These’ are the usual answers :— 


(1) Escape from a dull environment or an unsatisfactory life. 
(“I like a book which will take me out of myself ”’.) 


(2) To enrich life by adding to indirect experience. 


(3) To organize the confusion of our direct experience, and 
hence— 


(4) To enable us to cope with life more adequately. 


2. The Literature of Escape 


To use books as a means of escape from daily life is not necessarily 
something to apologize for. To the passenger on a slow train, the 
soldier stationed at an isolated post, the woman tied to a house in a 
dreary suburb, books provide a cheap and conveniently portable 
means of getting beyond dull surroundings. Any sort of book can 
be used as an escape, some of them with very profitable and lasting 
results, but there are a lot of books, especially novels, which seem 
to serve no purpose at all other than providing a quite temporary 
escape from environment. Most of this “ escapist literature ”’ falls 
into three main groups—love stories, detective stories, western and 
other adventure stories. Most people who read books at all read 
occasionally in one or another of these groups; some people read 
no other kind of book. 


In all three groups success in providing escape depends mainly 
upon the “action” of the story. Something—catastrophic or 
delightful or unexpected or violent—must happen in every chapter, 
and the modern popular novelist is pretty competent in providing and 
handling action. Here is a comment put forward, not as a proven 
theory, but for your discussion: Thirst for excitement is universal 
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in men and women; if people do not find their own lives exciting they 


search for second-hand excitement in books or films oz gossip and’ 


rumour. But finding our own life exciting does not depend entirely — 
some people would say does not depend at all—upon circumstances 
such as being a cowboy ora glamour girl, or going on a cruise round 
the world. It depends upon the extent to which we are lively people. 
Lively people are those who make a ready response to stimuli, get 
every ounce out of whatever experience comes theit way, and add 
to their experience by indirect means such as books, films, the radio. 
Fscapist literature is criticised because, it is argued— 

(7) Constant reading of crudely sensational literature blunts the 
cutting-edge of our mind and so we fumble when 
accutacy in analysis and precision in behaviour are te- 
quired : 3 

(4) Escapist literature adds nothing useful to our indirect 
experience : 

(c) It does not interpret or organize our direct experience : 


(7) It does not help, and may actually hinder, our ability to cope — 


with life. 


3. How Books add to Our Experience 


When we say that a book has added to our indirect experience 
we mean that we have got some information or attitude from it 
about the world we live in and people in it which we did not have 
betore. Books other than works of the imagination set out deliber- 
ately to give us this, but it is not only from non-fiction books that 
we can get information. Most novels of any substance have got 
some subject value. Subject value in a novel does not mean necés- 
sarily that the book is of any literary importance, but if it adds in any 
way to our interest in and knowledge of the world about us a book 
has been worth reading. Examples are Pearl Buck’s novels on 
China, Kenneth Roberts’ North-west Passage, Phyllis Bottome’s 
Mortal Storm (the impact of Nazism on an Austrian family), 
Stuart Cloete’s Turning Wheels (South Africa). 


As a general rule “ light ” love, detective, and wild west novels 
are quite without subject value. With few exceptions authors of 
escapist literature write of a curiously vacant and predominantly 
upper class world in which milking-machines, the ratepayet’s money, 
compost-heaps, committee meetings, foreign affairs, and doing the 
ironing figure but dimly, if at all, but in which butlers enter silently, 
maids turn on baths, guns spit, corpses sprawl, and rich uncles 
attach fantastic conditions to their wills. 


Some novelists, then, cannot even use the rich material of daily 
life in an effective and convincing way as the setting for a story. 
The ability to deal with human behaviour realistically is an even 
more searching test. 
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To present a human situation in a way which deepens or sharpens 
a reader’s own experience is the mark of the good novelist. To 
present a situation in a way which organizes for us the confusion of 
- Our OWN experience so that we deal with life more competently and 
with less waste of effort—that is the mark of genius. 


Before labelling a work of the imagination as good, bad, dry, 
of sentimental, remember that the effect it produces depends upon 
what the reader, as well as the writer, brings to it. Different readers, 
and even the same reader at different periods, approach the same 
book from different levels of experience and hence get different 
results. Ifa book is far above our capacity for experience, emotional 
or intellectual, we find it dry. Perhaps that is the cause of the not 
uncommon complaint “I learnt to hate Shakespeare at school.” 
Most of the books young adolescents are given during “ Eng. Lit.” 
periods at school were written by adults for adults. Some youngsters, 
especially with the help of a good teacher, can stretch up to them, 
but some cannot, and take away from school the unfortunate impres- 
sion that a classic is a dull book in small print which uses a lot of 
words to say nothing in particular. 


A modern critic argues that the best books to read are those which 
ate just above our level, and the worst books those which are just 
below it. Books we recognize easily as glaringly bad can be amusing 
and do no harm, but what is mediocre makes our minds work more 
ctudely unless we can think out just what is wrong and why. 

4. Coping with Life " 

In spite of what some advertisements would have us believe, 
there are no books containing easy recipes guaranteed to install us 
in the managing director’s chair, or solve matrimonial troubles, or 
even enable us to make friends and influence people. 


Successful adjustment to work, to sex, to society is a hard and | 
continuous process which cannot be done for us. What books can 
do, though, is to provide material which, if we will use it, will help 
us to make. the best adjustment we are capable of with the minimum 
friction. That does not apply only to informational books. Merely 
being well informed does not lead always to making the best kind of 
choices. Values, honesty, detachment from personal satisfactions : 
these determine how we use such knowledge and experience as come 
our way, and these are things dealt with, whether obviously or by 
implication, in novels, plays, poetry as well as in books classified as 
psychology, philosophy, religion, geography, essays, and so on. 


. . . the principal endeavour of the popular contemporary novelists. 
at all levels is to persuade the ordinary citizen that life is fun, he is living 
it at its fullest, and there are no standards in life or art other than his own.— 
Leavis: Fiction and the Reading Public.” 
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words are real and vital; they can change the face of the 
world . . . Even the spate of futile words that pours out from the 
ephemeral press and the commercial-fiction mongers has a real and terrible 
power ; it can become a dope as dangerous as drugs or drink ; it can rot the 
mind, sap the reason, send the will to sleep; it can pull down empires and 
set the neck of the people under the heel of tyranny.—Savers, D. L.: 
Begin Here. 


“Rot the mind, sap the reason, send the will to sleep ””—these 
are strong words. Before dismissing them as exaggerated rubbish 
think over the attitude of many popular books to, for instance, 
intelligence, work, social institutions, and our urban environiment. 
Here ate two extracts from novels by a writer who has delighted 
thousands :— 


“ Till he took me in hand,” he reflected, ‘‘ I was just damned clever, 
a precious young highbrow. I suppose he taught me to feel” . . . For 
if Lance was destined to write the great stuff that touches the heart of the 
world, then he—Lance—must have the heart to do it. No use being just 


‘damned clever.—DEEPING, W.: Old Pybus. 


This is not an isolated instance. The frequency with which the 
term “ highbrow ” occurs in daily life, and the jeering sense in which 
“clever” and even “ intellectual’ are now often used, shows how 
neat we are getting towards the extraordinary position of regarding 
keen or original thought as being in some way opposed to the posses- 
sion of such virtues as kindness, courage, and good will. Perhaps 
there is a connection between popular contempt for cleverness and 
the ability of the same author as that quoted above to get away with 
the following passage, apparently written with perfect seriousness :-— 


nor had he reached that state of mind when a man can con- 
template with unaffected naturalness the handling of his ownluggage. There 
were still things he did and did not do. He wasa gentleman.—DEEPING, W.: 
Sorrell and Son. 


Anybody who used his brains as he read would simply laugh at so 


stupid a standard of values. But if readers did use their brains 


they would be satisfied no longer with books which scoff at intelli- 


gence, which confuse the value of work with its cash rewards or 


social prestige, which turn a blind eye to the decay of social institutions, 
which accept without questioning the brittleness of urban life: books 


which give mere puppet-show presentations of human behaviour. 


Mrs. Leavis draws attention to an interesting difference between 
the best seilers of yesterday and to-day. The Hall Caine, Marie 
Corelli, Florence Barclay school took their work with immense 
seriousness and had a strong sense of responsibility as to its effect 
upon their readers’ minds. To quote from one of Mrs. Barclay’s 
books: ‘‘ The thing of first importance is to uplift your readers ; 
to raise their ideals; to leaye them with a sense of hopefulness 


be) 


Fae Nor were these writers alone in taking themselves seriously. 
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It is somewhat staggering at this date to read that Marie Corelli 
won the admiration not only of Queen Victoria, the Prince 
of Wales, Tennyson, and Gladstone, but also Mr. Asquith, Lord 
Haldane, the Master of Magdalene, and the Edinburgh Philosophical 
Society. 


One advantage which the Corelli generation of novelists possessed 
‘was that they and all levels of their readers were capable, apparently, 
of being harrowed in unison by “ problems,” such as religious 
doubt, while in our day, though such problems still exist, they have 
ceased to have much dramatic value. We are less interested in the 
questions as well as less certain of the answers. It is not quite true, 
however, to suggest that all contemporary novelists with big sales 
encourage their readers in complacent acceptance of things as they 
are. The success of such novels as The Grapes of Wrath and 
The Citade!, shows the existence of a big public for novels with a 
social or political theme. If anything useful is to come out of an 
interest in such themes it is not enough to have one’s emotions 
pleasantly stirred by a moving story presenting an economic problem 
in terms of a human situation. We must make the mental effort 
necessary to grapple with complicated facts and to take action on 
them. 


Great literature calls upon us to remember what we are and so rouses us 
to questioning and action, sentimental literature invites us to forget what we 
are and to be content with inactivity.—SAyvErs, D. L.: Begin Here. 


DISCUSSION.—(Part_ II) 


1. Uncle Toms Cabin is an example of a novel which in its day was 
effective in rousing the conscience of readers. Get members of the 
group to discuss novels they have read (Upton Sinclair’s books are 
possible samples) which have made them uneasy about some feature 
of contemporary social or economic life. 


2. Discuss the theory put forward about thirst for excitement 
and the use of books as a substitute satisfaction. 


3. Much of the imagery used in English literature is related to a 
flora, fauna, seasonal procession, &c., foreign to New Zealand. 
Is this, and the fact that the background of most books is overseas, 
a serious handicap to the New Zealand reader ? 


4. Does the usual happy-ending-at-the-altar love story tend to 
‘produce an attitude of mind which is a positive hindrance to making 
a job of marriage and family life ? 


5. Is there in ordinary social life a tendency to be suspicious 
of people markedly above average intelligence? Is this suspicion 
connected with the challenge such people often make to our ready- 
made ideas? 
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PART IIl.—INFORMATION AND. 
LIBRARIES ; 


1. Reading for Information 


People, places, events; earning a living and using letsure ; 
science and the -natural world about us; human relationships and 
social institutions—it is hard to think of a single activity or interest 
from the Plunket version of the cradle, and indeed before, to the grave, 
and after, about which no books have been written. 

Much conceit, or much stupidity, is necessary to maintain seriously 
that other people’s ideas, experiences, discoveries in trades and pro- 


fessions, pruning roses, bringing up children, furnishing a house, 


avoiding indigestion, enjoying music, rising to a point of order, 


avoiding and waging war, have nothing to teach us about our job, 


our roses, our children, our interior decoration, indigestion, music, 
committee meetings, war. 

Readers, writers, the book trade, and librarians must all take part 
of the blame for the relatively small extent to which informational 
books are read. Constant reading of trivial material written in snippet 
fashion has almost destroyed many people’s capacity to concentrate 
on books which need continuous and complete attention. Many 
experts in a particular subject are not expert in saying what they have 
to say in the most simple, concise, and effective words. Many 
libraries provide but a narrow range of informational material, and 
their librarians are ineffective in seeing that an inquirer gets exactly 
what he wants. The remedy for this last trouble is per rsistent and 
vocal demand from the public. 

Reading can be positively dangerous it we take as final and.com- 
plete truth everything read in a “‘ non-fiction’”’ book. Here are some 
points worth noticing when reading non-fiction :— 

(1) Who cs the author? Look him up in “ Who’s Who” or 
some other reference-book next time you are at the library and find 
out what his experience is and what other books he has written. 

(2) Styl. If a book is written in the sloppiest kind of 
“journalese ” it is probable that its author thinks that way too, and 
in that case his judgment is not worth much. 

(3) Facts and Impressions. It is the reader’s responsibility to 
distinguish between facts, impressions, and deductions. Careful 
writers give, in footnotes or a bibliography at the end of a book, 
the source from which they got their facts. If no sources are given 
be sceptical and check the facts (the quick reference shelves at the 
public library will help) before you accept them. 

(4) Original Work or Popularization. If we are going to pursue 
a whole course of study in a subject we should read the works of 
the men who have made original contributions to it, and not be 
content with school text-books or popular rehashes. For everyday 
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purposes, though, books written in a more digestible stvle than is 
usual in an original work are useful. But to be reliable a populariza- 
tion should be written or at least supervised and approved, by a man 
who really knows the subject and is not just a cook working on other 
people’s material. 

(5) Publisher and Date. Some firms of commercial publishers 
are more reputable than others—a bookseller will give you a 
line on this—while if a book is published by a learned society or a 
university press it is likely to be fairly sound. 





2. Libraries in New Zealand 


New Zealand is not short of libraries—it has well over five hundred 
of them. Practically everybody in New Zealand has access to a library 
service of some kind, but in many places it is of a very limited kind. 

The difficulties which beset New Zealand libraries are :— 

(2) The subscription system : 

(4) The small population which most libraries serve and by 

which they are financed : 

(c) Widespread neglect of informational books; indeed, of all 

books for which the demand is limited. 

The practice of charging a subscription for the privilege of 
borrowing from a public library is peculiar to New Zealand and 
Australia. Public libraries in Great Britain and the United States 
are all free, and the free library movement in New Zealand is growing. 
The number of free libraries has risen during the last seven years 
from three to nearly fifty. 

The trouble about the subscription system is that it prevents 
people from using the library, and it tends to limit selection to 
“what our subscribers like ”’—7e., what the majority and most 
vocal of the subscribers like—although the amount paid in sub- 
scriptions is never enough to cover costs, and the library has to be 
subsidized from public funds. : 

An efficient library service cannot be given on a self-contained 
basis to a small unit of population. How can a small community 
provide itself with a book service ? It is not like gas or water. In 
small communities a small supply of these things will do, but where 
books are concerned the range of interests in Afapiti can be almost as 
wide as in Auckland. However heavily the small community is 
prepared to tax itself it cannot raise a book fund large enough to 
cover the annual output of books. The only, solution is to base 
library service upon a large unit of population, and to use the 
circulating method for getting into small communities the kind of 
book for which the demand is limited, and which it is most important 
for the library to supply. 

The changing book-supply which the Country Library Service 
makes available to local libraries, and the inter-loan service (one 
library lending to another a particular book in its stock and required 
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by the other library) fostered by the New Zealand Library Association, 
have between them done much to break down the idea that a reader 
is confined in his choice to the books on the shelves of the local 
library. Is it only a pious hope to suggest that the A.E.W.S. library 
will have made a contribution by demonstrating to thousands of men 
that (a) a changing supply of books is better than a static collection, 
(4) books will provide facts and help in acquiring skills, (c) the re- 
sources of New Zealand’s libraries are available to anybody anywhere 
in New Zealand who requires a book for a serious purpose ? 

The start which has been made on compiling in Wellington a 
catalogue of the non-fiction resources of the main libraries throughout 
New Zealand, and a book coverage project which ensures that from 
1941 onwards one copy of every informational book published in 
the English language will enter New Zealand have between them 
taken us some distance towards solving the problem of supply. 

In theory every civilian has access to these books. The next 
task is to make this theory a reality by improving distribution. 


DISCUSSION.—(Part 111) 


1. Get three or four books on some aspect of current affairs 
from the AEWS library and analyse them in the light of the five 
points given as suggestions for judging non-fiction books. 

2. What books if any have members of the group read on 
(2) vocations, (b) crafts, hobbies, gardening, &c., (c) social sciences, 
psychology, religion ? 

3. What has been the experience of members of the group in 
using public libraries ? 


PART IV.—FACTS AND FIGURES 


1. The Book Industry 


Titles and volumes published.—Titles published in Great Britain 
rose from 5,760 in 1900 to 17,125 in 1937. War conditions reduced 
the figure to 7,581 in 1941. The pre-war figure in the U.S.A. was 
neatly 12,000. The number of volumes, as distinct from titles, 
published annually is estimated at 100 million in Great Britain in 
normal times, and 250 million in the U.S.A. in 1943. 

tn 
Books in Print at 31st December, 1939 (Great Britain) 
Technical, medical, and educational wits 


70,935 
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Annual Cash Turnover (Wholesale not Retail) 


Percentage of 


Total - Export : 
a: Setagee ee SS Export to 
Turnover. 
(Sreat Britain— : 
f rae | 
1937 cae 20, SO 3,136,175 29-9 
1941 Sees FO, JOO- 700 3,183,900 28-5 


U.S.A. (1943, retail) : 500 million dollars. 


“The biggest bookbuyers in the world?”—Annual New Zealand 
imports of books, papers, and music between 1936 and 1940 varied 
between £518,139 and £710,788. In 1939 imports of sugar were 
valued at £853,638 and imports of tobacco at £1,035,670. 


Borroning Books.—Issues in one recent year from six of the larger 
and more active public libraries (Auckland, Wellington, Dunedin, 
Palmerston North, Wanganui, Timaru) totalled over 3,352 000 books. 
The: population of these tow ns is 357,500, so they ‘averaged over 
nine issues per head of population 


2. Landmarks in Publishing 


Penny Numbers.—Hannah More began issuing in penny numbers 
simple stories of country life in the mid-1790° s and i it is said that two 
million copies were sold in one year. 


Cheap Series.—The Everyman Library, reprints of classical works, 
started in 1906 at a shilling a volume. The Home University Library, 
launched a few years later, “also at a shilling, consisted not of reprints, 
but of new and fairly solid w orks, each by an authority. in his field. 


Penguins and Pelicans.—This now famous series was launched in 
1935. In 1938 a Penguin special (non-fiction topical) was said to 
command a sale of obuaia 150,000 copies and a Pelican (non-fiction 
not of topical interest) from 40, 000 to 100,000. 


Book Clubs.—In Great Britain this term does not refer to lending 
libraries, but to societies through which members’ obtain, usually 
monthly, at a reduced price, a book chosen by the committee or 
organization which runs the society. In 1938 the membership of 
some of these book clubs was: Left Book Club, 53,000; “ “ught 
Book Club, 25,000 ; Travel Book Club, Catholic Book Clb: SGientific 
Book Club, 5 000 apiece ; The Book Society 8,000 - 9,000. 


Current Affairs Bulletin Vol. 2 No. 4 will be entitled “Sixty 
Thousand Houses.” 
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